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NOMINATION OF ARCHIE A, ALEXANDER 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10, 1954 


Unirep States SENATE, 
CoMMITTEE ON INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRs, 
Washington, D. C. 

The committee met at 10 a. m., pursuant to call, in room 224, 
Senate Office Building, Senator Hugh Butler, chairman, presiding. 

Present: Senators Butler, Cordon, and Smathers. 

Also present: Stewart French, counsel, and N. D. McSherry, as- 
sistant chief clerk. 

The CuatrmMan. The meeting will come to order. Because of the 
great pressure of business connected with our hearings, execufive ses- 
sions, and favorable reports on both statehood bills— Hawaii and 
Alaska—it has been difficult to get a quorum of the committee to- 
gether to hold this hearing on the nomination by President Eisen- 
hower of Mr. Archie A. Alexander to be the Governor of the Virgin 
Islands. I make this statement in partial explanation, Mr. Secretary 
Lewis and Mr. Brown, of what might seem to have been a slight delay 
in committee action on Mr. Alexander’s confirmation. 

Mr. Alexander is from Des Moines, Iowa. Senator Hickenlooper 
desired very much to be present at this hearing, since he has known 
Mr. Alexander for some time and is in hearty support of the appoint- 
ment. Unfortunately, it is necessary for Senator Hickenlooper to be 
away from Washington at this time. 

The junior Senator from Iowa, Senator Gillette, came into the 
committee room this morning to talk to Mr. Alexander, and he has 
sent word to me that he also thinks the appointment an excellent one, 

However, we do have with us at the committee table the Honorable 
Orme Lewis, Assistant Secretary of the Interior who has our offshore 
areas as a part of his responsibility. 

Secretary Lewis, would you care to present Governor Alexander to 
the committee? 


STATEMENT OF ORME LEWIS, ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE 
INTERIOR (PUBLIC LAND MANAGEMENT) 


Mr. Lewis, Mr. Chairman, it is a pleasure to be here today to 
introduce Mr. Alexander. I have had quite a number of meetings 
with him and have had occasion to look into his record, which is an 
extremely extraordinary record for anyone. The statement of his 
career will show that he has been an engineer and a successful con- 
tractor, having done much work in his home State of Iowa, as well as 
considerable work in Washington, D. C. 

The engineering and construction work of his firm is usually of rather 
large projects, and from all the inquiries that I have made, I have 
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found that those who have had occasion to deal with him and his firm 
have been eminently satisfied. 

He has taken quite an interest in the affairs of his race as well 
affairs generally affecting all of the people and has given coal of his 
time to that. 

I think that the country as a whole will be very proud of him in his 
career as Governor, assuming he is confirmed. 

The CHarrman. Thank you very much, Mr. Lewis. 

Mr. Alexander, we will be happy to hear anything that you may 
care to say. 


STATEMENT OF ARCHIE A. ALEXANDER, NOMINEE FOR THE 
GOVERNORSHIP OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 


Mr. ALEXANDER. I wonder just what the committee wants, Senator. 

The CHairmMan. If you will, you might give us some thing of your 
background and your experience. Also, you might tell us why you 
would like to serve the Government in the Virgin Islands. 

Senator Corpon. May I suggest, Mr. Chairman, that the biograph- 
ical sketch which has been supplied to us by the Department of the 
Interior be placed in the record. 

The CHairman. Yes. I will so direct. 

(The biographical sketch referred to is as follows:) 


Orricre OF TERRITORIES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOK 
ARCHIE A. ALEXANDER NOMINATED FOR GOVERNOR OF VIRGIN ISLANDS 


Arcnie A. Alexander, Des Moines, Iowa, nominated February 15 by President 
Eisenhower to be Governor of the Virgin Islands, has an impressive record of 
professional, civic, and educationa! achievements to his credit. 

He is a partner in the construction firm of Alexander & Repass, Des Moines, 
specializing in bridge, powerplant, highway, and sewage disposal plants. The 
company has built outstanding works throughout the countrv including the $4 
million Whitehurst Freeway and Tidal Basin improvements in Washington, D. C., 
various railroad bridges for the Rock Island Railroad in western Iowa and Mis- 
souri 

At present, his firm is constructing four projects in the Washington area, in 
cluding a bridge on South Dakota Avenue and an 186-apartment building in 
Southeast Washington 

Born at Ottumwa, Iowa, on May 14, 1888, Mr. Alexander attended country 
school there and later moved with his pareats toa Des Moines farm. He finished 
high school in Des Moines in 1905, attended Des Moines University for a vear 
and entered the University of lowa in 1908, graduating in 1912 with a B.S. in civil 
engineering. He also made advanced studies at the University of London, 
England 

Mr. Alexander was emploved as designing engineer with the Marsh Engineering 
Co., 1912-14: established the general contracting firm of A. A. Alexander, Inc., 
in 1914, and, in 1929, formed the partnership with M. A. Repass. 

At Iowe,’s centennial celebre.tion in 1947, he was awarded a certificate of merit 
as 1 of the first 100 citizens of merit from over 30,000 alumni of the University 
of lowe In 1928, he wes awarded the Spingarn Medel 2s the second most 
successful Negro in business. The State University of lowa, awarded him an 
honorary degree in civil engineering in 1925; he received an honorary degree as 
doctor of civil engineering from Howard University in 1946. 

He is » trustee of Tuskegee Institute, Alebema, and of Howard University, 
Veshington, D. C.; president of the American-Caribbeen Contractors, president 
of the Ceder Hill Construction Corp., secretary-treasurer of the Douglas Glen 
Gerdens Corp., end a board member of the Supreme Liberty Life Insurance Co., 
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Chicago. He has served as president of the Des Moines Inter-Racial Commis- 
sion, of the Des Moines Branch of the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People, and of the national chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity 


Mr. Alexander has been a life-long Republican and for several years hes been 
assistant to the Iowa State Republican Committee chairman. He is married 
to the former Audra Linzy of Denver, Colo., and has a home at 2200 Chautauque 
Parkway, Des Moines. He is an Episcopalian. Mr. Alexander is presently in 


W:shington, D. C., at 1829 S Street NW 

When confirmed by the United States Senate, Mr. Alexander will succeed 
Morris F. de Castro, who has served es Governor of the Virgin Islands since 
Mareh 1950. The White House in Washington announced that President 


Eisenhower hes accented Mr. de Cestro’s resignation, to be effective on the 
qualification of Mr. Alexander 

Governor de Castro, upon his retirement, will have served 35 vears in Govern- 
ment service in the Virgin Islands. Born in Panama in 1902, he was brought to 


the Islands when very young by his parents who were Virgin Islanders. He 
attended local schools and entered Government service in 1918. He served in 
numerous capacities until 1945 when he was appointed Government Secretary 
of the Islands. He remained in that post often serving as Acting Governor 
during the Governor’s absence, until his appointment as Governor in 1950. 

Senator Corpon. If we put this biography, which apparently is a 
press release issued by the Interior Department, in the record, the 
governor will be saved from the necessity of blowing his own horn, 
so to speak. 

The CHarrMan. You may add anything that you wish to the sketch, 
Mr. Alexander. 

Mr. ALexanper. I think this covers my background pretty well, 
Senators. 

The CHarrmMan. I note with interest that you have done consider- 
able work and are doing considerable work here in the Washington 
area. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Yes, we are building the structures over the 
Pennsylvania Railroad out at the National Training School. It is 
going to connect with the road going to Baltimore. 

The CuHarrmMan. Is your company incorporated? 

Mr. ALEXANDER. My company is a partnership. We have been 
incorporated and unincorporated and then we have been a partner- 
ship. On account of the tax situation, as you know, it is sometimes 
favorable and sometimes unfavorable. At present it is a partnership. 

The CuarrmMan. I have not had an opportunity to read the entire 
sketch, but do you state here that you have been successful bidder on 
construction contracts in the Caribbean area? 

Mr. ALeExANpDER. I don’t believe that it does. I haven’t seen it 
myself. We organized a company a number of years ago, called the 
American Caribbean Contracting Co., and we bid in the Virgin 
Islands. That is how I first got interested in the Virgin Islands. 
We bid in Puerto Rico and Venezuela. We have been second bidder 
every time. We have a $6 million outfit. But fortunately, or unfor- 
tunately, we have never been able to hit in the Virgin Islands area. 

The CHatRMAN. You have never been sure whether it was fortunate 
or unfortunate? 

Mr. ALEXANDER. We were underbid so much on that sewer system 
in the Virgin Islands that I understand you are yet having trouble 
with. But I kept going back every winter. My wife and I would 
spend the winter. I wanted to see how these fellows progressed with 
their job. The only thing I learned was what I already knew, that 
they didn’t get enough money for it. 
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The Cuarrman. I have been serving on this committee now for a 
good many years, and it seems to me that there has been a Virgin 
Islands sewer project in one form or another during the entire time. 
I was down there just last December and it is still unfinished. Isn't 
that what we found, Stewart? 

Mr. Frencu. Many of the main lines are in, sir, but relatively few 
houses have connected into them, I am informed. 

The CuarrMan. There is certainly a lot of unfinished work with 
the sewer. I saw that myself. So maybe your presence down there, 
Mr. Alexander, will help in a practical way in that respect, too. I 
certainly hope so. 

Senator Corpon. You are still president of the American Carib- 
bean Contractors? 

Mr. ALexanper. That is right. Of course, it is our intent not to 
bid on any work in that vicinity during my incumbency of office, if ] 
am confirmed. 

In connection with that, I would like to say that, and I think it 
tells here, | happen to be a member of the board of Tuskegee Institute, 
which I think is a good thing. Because it is a trade school, and it is 
one of the things that I believe in very, very much. And I see no 
reason why some of our practices couldn’t be put in use there. 

I also am a member of the board of Howard University, and I am 
vice president of an insurance company in Chicago. Now, I won- 
dered if there were any conflicting interests there in reference to this 
particular work. But those are about the three things that I do on 
the outside. 

The Cuarrman. Do you have any questions, Senator Cordon? 

Senator Corpon. Mr. Chairman, just glancing over this thumbnail 
biographical sketch, I would like to say that Mr. Alexander’s activities 
certainly are greatly to the credit of both Mr. Alexander and to the 
several institutions with which he is associated, at the Tuskegee 
Institute, for instance, and others here. After his confirmation—and 
I have no doubt about that taking place—I hope that he does not 
sever his connections with such institutions while he is in Government 
service. There is no reason why he should. It will be helpful to the 
institutions, and I know it will be of great satisfaction to Mr. Alex- 
ander if he continues his service with them. 

The only matter that could possibly come up for question here 
would be his presidency over the American Caribbean Contractors, 
and he has stated that that group will not attempt to secure any 
work in the area where he is officially connected. I think his self- 
imposed restraint ought to go beyond the Virgin Islands and take in 
any American areas in the Caribbean. This includes Puerto Rico, 
of course. 

Then, like Caesar’s wife, be would be above suspicion. 

The CuarrMan. May I ask if, in your opinion, his company should 
feel free to submit bids for business elsewhere in the Caribbean, 
other than in the American Caribbean area? 

Senator Corpon. I would think it could. I can see no reason at 
all why it should not. 

The CHarrMan. I was interested in the statement that you made, 
Mr. Alexander, that you and your wife had spent your winters down 
there for quite a while, for a number of years. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. We made about 10 visits there. 
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The CHarrMan. Well, you can’t help but be pretty well acquainted 
with the economic situation. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. I am. 

The CHarrMAN. You are interested in that? 

Mr. ALexanper. That is right. 

The CHarrmMan. And do you care to express your views as to the 
possibilities for development, especially, of the Virgin Islands? 

Mr. ALEXANDER. I have had some thoughts on the subject, and in 
fact I have already started doing some work on it. I didn’t want to 
get too far out on a limb, but I did want to familiarize myself with a 
tentative program that I had in mind. 

It is my opinion that you have got to do something about the 
schools there. I believe that. I am a _ trade-school enthusiast. 
Because I realize that as you are bringing these people up from the 
bottom —and that is virtually what you are trying to do—they cer- 
tainly should be taught not only how to live but how to make a living. 
And I can see a good many areas there where it seems to me that 
something could be done in regard to that 

I have spent some time with the Commissioner of Education 
already, and I have a call there now for one of the men down there. 
They made a survey in 1950, I think it was, and I have a copy of that 
survey. Whether they have followed it up very closely, I doubt very 
seriously. 

But that is one area that, it seems to me, that could be strengthened 
alot. It is a long-range view, and it is a long-range program, Any 
educational program is. But Booker T. Washington did it in the 
South, and the South still knows about it, and that has been a good 
number of years ago. 

There are other areas, of course; and you run into a good many 
problems. I ran into the problem of immigration yesterday. It 
seems very paradoxical that here we have a group of—lI don’t like 
to say ee ae but they are almost wards of the United States 
Government, where we come in here and get vast sums of money 
every year nA the extent of $112 million, which has been spent there 
since 1916; and whether the results are worth it or not, I am not 
prepared to say, but it just seems to me that if the people could tighten 
their belts and go to work, they would solve their proble m. We are 
not going to do it all at once. I am sure we can’t. 

Senator Corpon. Of course, going to work presupposes there is 
work to go to, and I suspect, Mr. Alexander, that one of your big 
problems as Governor will be to contrive, as far as a man in that 
official position can, to aid in establishing in that area an economy 
that is predicated on work by a great number of people. That seems 
to me to be one of the problems there. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. There is no doubt about it. That is a problem. 
And then on the other hand, you have those young people going on 
up to Harlem in New York. I say Harlem. That is where most of 
them are; I understand 13,000. They have finished their high schools. 
There are no other areas of education for them. And they come to 
the States. And probably they enhance certain problems that we 
already have here. 

Then we go over to Puertc Rico and bring people over to do the 
work, and over to the British Virgin Islands, and bring them in to 
cut the cane and things like that. 
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So, as I say, it is a very paradoxical situation. And it is one that 
vou are not going to turn over all at once. 

But I think that you can attack this thing and do something about it. 

The people there, Senator, practically everybody, seem to be 
interested in working for the Government. They have tourism, but 
I don’t believe an economy built on tourism alone is a substantial one, 
really substantial. 

The CuarrnMan. You undoubtedly have taken some interest in 
tourism, since you have been down there as a tourist yourself. 

Mr. ALeExaNnper. Oh, ves 

The CuarrmMan. I do think tourism could be of substantial help to 
the Virgin Islands. There is a tremendous income in other areas from 
tourists, like Hawaii. Tourism is increasing tremendously in Alaska. 

We were up there, six members of this committee were there, last 
year, and we ran on to automobiles that had gone over the Alcan 
Highway from—I won’t sav practically every State in the Union, but 
many States. Of course, there are not going to be m: ny car ee 
from the States seen down in the Virgin Islands, probab lv, because 
tourists cannot drive there. They will go down by air or ship. But 
due to the fact that you have such a wonderful climate, and such 
splendid scenery, tourism could be the source of much income, I think, 
for the area, 

Only, the people themselves must have the right attitude toward 
the tourists, and that goes for the hotel men and merchants, as well 
as the taxi drivers and porters. Also, the Virgin Islands must produce 

far larger proportion of the food consumed in the islands. 

Mr. Auexanper. Well, | think tourism can be developed. And I 
think there are four things vou are going to have to do to develop it. 

I had lunch with Sam Pryor the other day. I think most of you 
know who he is—president of Pan-American Airways. I had under- 
stood that there is no chance for the Pan-Am to stop in the Virgin 
Islands. Well, | wanted to get it firsthand, and I called Mr. Pryor. 
I had contacts there, and I had lunch with him, and we talked the 
situation over. And he told me that when he got ready to get into 
the problem, he would come down and look the situation over. 

[It is my thought that if we had a line, during the heavy tourist 
season, that runs direct to St. Thomas, I know the airport facilities 
are not what they should be. I think the large planes have to go 
in there partially loaded, with mail and with goods and with people. 

The CuatrMan. There is plenty of room in St. Croix for a good 
field. The cost would not be nearly as great as on St. Thomas. 

Mr. Avexanper. I think that is one thing that has to be explored. 

| also noticed with regret some advertising that has not been to the 
best advantage of the people there. 1 had a wire from the Hotel 
Men's Association there. I think there are 24 hotels. But prior to 
that, I had looked in Life magazine, and I see where it gave just about 
one rate, $50 or $60 a day, at the hotels there, and you read a little 
further, and you can go aie to Antigua and Granada and all those 
places for $8 or $10 a day. 

Now, I happen to know that they have hotels down there—I 
couldn’t pay 50 bucks a day. Who wants to, on vacation? But 
we have cheaper places. It is a misnomer in advertising. And I 
have a date with Mike Coles in New York to see if we can’t do some- 
thing about that. 
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There is another thing that I think we have to do there, too, as far 
as tourism is concerned. That is a process of education, of educating 
the people. There have been several instances down there that are 
not very good. They will drive tourists away rather than bring them 
in. So there are a good many places that you can work there to 
enhance tourism, it seems to me. And those are some of the things 
that 1 would hope to attack. 

The CHarrRMAN. One of the big jobs ahead of this committee, and 
Congress, at the moment, is the consideration of amendments to or 
revision of the Organic Act. Have you given that any attention at all? 

Mr. ALEXANDER, I have read all three of the proposed acts, and I 
understand in all probability there will be a coalition of the three 
bodies that brought them out, so that you might get an act that would 
be practical and practicable. 1 think there is one thing there that I 
didn’t touch on, and that is the very thing that came up yesterday. 
I met the British consul yesterday and talked over an hour with him 
on this immigration proposition, or bringing in the Virgin Islands from 
their possessions. I think there was an $8 head tax. Now it is $10, 
as I understand it. That is for 29 days, and then it is renewed every 
so often. 

Senator Corpon. That is a head tax paid on whom, by whom, for 
what? 

Mr. ALEXANDER. For coming in on the island, and for the people 
that live in the British possessions that come over and work. And 
they have done it for years. They have intermarried. 

Senator Corpon. Who collects the head tax? 

Mr. ALEXANDER. As | understand, the government does. 

Senator Corpon. You mean the government of the Virgin Islands? 

Mr. ALexANpeER. Of the Virgin Islands. 

Senator Corpon. There is a head tax of $10 per capita on non- 
citizens of the Virgin Islands for entry into the Virgin Islands? 

Mr. ALeExANnpeER. That is right, of those particular people. I don’t 
know about anybody else, whether the Puerto Ricans pay it or not. 

The CHarrMan. There is a very close connection, as we all know, 
between the British Virgin Islands and the American Virgin Islands. 
In fact, St. Thomas and Tortola have just a relatively narrow channel 
between them, and the little sailing ships from Tortola are in St. 
Thomas every day. They bring much of the meat and vegetables 
that are used in St. Thomas. The Governor of the British Leeward 
Islands was in St. Croix when I was down there in December. We 
had several pleasant and instructive conferences. 

There is a historic and economic relationship between the British 
Virgin Islands and the American Virgin Islands that should be 
continued and developed to the advantage of both countries. I am 
hoping that you can help us in that connection, Mr. Alexander. 

Mr. AtexanpeR. With the McCarran Act in effect, it looks to me 
like there isn’t much to do, unless they would loosen the reins some- 
what. 

I understand by the latter part of June in 1954, a bunch of citizens 
of the British Tortolas that live in St. Thomas are going to have to 
be removed. Some of them have intermarried, and they have interests 
over there in St. Thomas, almost the same as a citizen of St. Thomas. 
But unless something is done by June 30, they are going to have to go. 
And I think there are over 50 of them. 
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Senator Corpon. That is a chore that will be thrust upon you 
immediately upon your arrival in the islands. If there is a situation 
in which an injustice is being done, I hope you will make a report 
back without delay. 

The CHarrMAN. There are some similar problems with the French 
possessions in that neighborhood, aren’t there, Stewart? 

Mr. Frencn. The islands are the ones primarily involved and seem 
to be the key to the situation. However, some laborers are brought 
in from the French islands as well. 

The CuarrMan. Are there any other questions, Senator, that you 
would like to ask? 

If not, Mr. Perry Howard, with whom I have served on the national 
committee is in the audience. 

If you want to come up and take a seat next to Mr. Alexander, 
Perry, you may give the committee any information or observations 
you think might be helpful. 

This is Mr. Perry Howard, of Mississippi and Washington. 


STATEMENT OF PERRY W. HOWARD, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Mr. Howarp. Thank you. 

Mr. Chairman and Senators, my observation is that I have known 
Mr. Alexander intimately for years. He has condescended while 
living in Washington in the last 14 years to live in my home, which 
is quite a contrast with the palace he has in Des Moines. He brushed 
aside the cobwebs of dignity and royalty and condescended to do that. 

And I want to say that if I had had the pick of the man to be 
Governor of the Virgin Islands, my selection would have fallen upon 
Mr. Alexander 

First of all, he is a well-trained man. He was educated in one of 
the best schools of the country, and that education did not emasculate 
his commonsense and business acumen. 

| consider him about the best businessman within my group. | 
don’t know but what, while he was born poor, he is about the 
wealthiest. So he certainly wouldn’t want to go down there for what 
he could gain or what he could make. But when he said it was a 
challenge to his energy and his common sense and his interest in the 
Nation to go there and try to do a job, I felt that he was certainly 
sincere. 

I have been over the chairman’s State and about 30 of the other 
States campaigning. I know Iowa. I have taken pride in the fine 
bridges he has built in that State. I never drive across the Tidal 
Basin bridge down here without admiration for him, because it is one 
of the most beautiful in the city. I drive across to Virginia, across 
the Freeway Bridge of his construction. But with all that, he re- 
mains the same sound commonsense businessman that I have known 
him to be. 

I feel that he is interested in those people. He understands that 
situation quite well. I enjoy talking with him about it, because his 
approach is one of trying to help them and not help himself. He is 
sympathetic with them. He has the idea that those people, like all 
others, ought to be fundamentally sound and attempt to do as much 
for themselves as possible before asking for help. 
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Lastly, but very importantly, I consider him one of the cleanest 
businessmen that I know. I think his integrity is unquestioned, and 
in addition to that, I feel that he has a patience and tolerance and 
tact and diplomacy necessary to get along with those people or any 
other people. 

So that, in conclusion, I take great pride in the appointment of 
Mr. Alexander. I am satisfied that he will make good. I think he 
will be a credit to the Nation there in trying to lead those people along. 

I want to tell you now that he is not a leftwinger, has no patience 
with the leftwingers, and we have no more sound an American than 
Archie A. Alexander. 

The Cuarrman. Thank you very much, Mr. Howard. 

Now, there is another gentleman in the audience who is personally 
acquainted with Mr. Alexander, who I think would like to add a word 
or two. Mr. Brown? 


STATEMENT OF EDGAR G. BROWN, DIRECTOR, NATIONAL NEGRO 
COUNCIL 


Mr. Brown. Senator, I also want to give you the name of an 
attorney named Mr. Mehlinger, who served many years in the 
Justice Department. 

Mr. Chairman and Senator Cordon, I have the honor of being in 
the same fraternity as the next Governor, I hope, of the Virgin 
Islands, after your approval or confirmation, and I think the President 
made us all very happy when I was running for Congress. I posed 
the question before a number of Senators and governors of the 
Republican Party whether the President would consider someone in 
his official Cabinet, regardless of race, and the President indicated 
that he not only would do that but that he would seek the best 
qualified person, without any thought of race. And | think, in 
this instance, he has not only carried out the suggested idea at that 
time, but that, as Mr. Howard has said here, Mr. Alexander is not 
only the finest representative of the colored race that 1 know of, as 
Mr. Howard indicated, too, but he is also one of the finest men that 
I have seen around in public life of all races, and I have been around 
here quite awhile. The President could not have selected anyone 
that will make everyone who knows Mr. Alexander happier, and that 
will serve his country and the intere ~ of all better. 

So I want to commend you, Mr. Chairman and Senator Cordon 
who I know are persons that are doing a great job on this committee, 
that we have the honor just to say that all of the people whom we 
know, and we know quite a few of them in every part of the country, 
are going to be very pleased with this confirmation if you approve of 
it. And we are very grateful to the President and to you for selecting 
Mr. Alexander, Secretary McKay, Mr. Lewis, and others, who have 
given consideration to a vast number of persons. Iam sure that they 
know from the record that Mr. Alexander is all that we know about 
him personally. 

As far as the Virgin Islands is concerned, I believe it is the key 
place to our country’s interest. When we see what ae happened 
only recently here in Washington with regard to these people in 
Puerto Rico—you will never find that among any of the people in the 
Virgin [slands, number one. And number two, if you give them a 
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person as Governor like Mr. Alexander, there will be such a lift given 
to this situation that they won’t be considered mendicants any more or 
dependents on the Government. When they can see a man who has 
come from the bottom to the top and is recognized in this country on 
his merit by the Senate and the President of the United States, it 
will be an incentive to those young people who are leaving the Virgin 
Islands and going to other parts of America to stay in the Virgin 
Islands, and instead of the best trained person leaving and having no 
leadership left there, [ am sure that the direction and inspiration to 
be gained by the administration of Mr. Alexander as Governor will 
change the whole atmosphere and complexion. We can pass a new 
organic law, but if we don’t have something that those people can 
look up to, that will inspire them, that will get them away from 
feeling that they are not a part of the sum ‘otal of our ingenuity and 
our economy and our great opportunities, we are still going to spend 
an awful lot of money down there and not get anywhere. But | 
believe that Mr. Alexander is just the answer to the whole problem, 
and we are very happy to approve of him. 

The Cuarrman. Thank you, Mr. Brown. 

Now, I have been given the card of Mr. Louis R. Mehlinger, who 
is an attorney, a counselor-at-law, here in the city. 

And I understand that you were for years connected with the 
Department of Justice? 

Mr. Howarp. He served 33 years in the Department of Justice. 
He was my assistant at one time. 

The CuHarrMan. We would be glad to have a brief statement from 
you 


STATEMENT OF LOUIS R, MEHLINGER, ATTORNEY, WASHINGTON, 
D.C, 


Mr. MeuuineGer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and Senator. 

[ will just stress one thing, Mr. Howard mentioned. First, let me 
say | have known Mr. Alexander for more than 30 years. I have 
visited in his home, and I know what his background is, his family 
life, and his helpmate, who is going to help him in this situation in 
the Virgin Islands considerably. 

I want to speak more of his life as a man and his integrity and 
forthrightness. And I think those are two of the most essential things, 
in addition to his business ability. And in particular with reference 
to his loyalty to the Government. 

Now, Mr. Alexander is a fraternity brother of mine. He happens 
to be one of the past grand polemarchs of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity. 
And when he was head of that fraternity, and since then, he has 
stressed loyalty to our Government, and subversiveness is anathema 
to him. He has been an inspiration in his fraternity and to the youth 
of America. And I think if Mr. Alexander is confirmed as Governor 
of the Virgin Islands, it will be like a godsend to those islands, and 
his service there will not only do honor to himself but to his Govern- 
ment and to the people of the Virgin Islands and the American people, 
as a whole. 

As Mr. Howard said a moment ago, Mr. Alexander certainly is not 
seeking this position for what the position will bring to him, because 
he doesn’t need it. It is a matter of service. And I am sure that if 
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this committee will recommend his confirmation, he will really bring 
credit to that job and to the Government. 

And let me say this, too, Senator: His fraternity has thought so 
much of him that he is one of the laurel wreath holders, which is the 
highest honor that Kappa Alpha Psi confers upon its members who 
have rendered distinguished service to the fraternity and country. 

The Cuaitrman. Thank you very much. 

1 thiak that ends the iist of witoesses, but I would like to tell the 
nominee that he has got some good friends in Nebraska, some class- 
mates out there who attended the University of lowa with him and 
played football with him. 

I think probably you beat them all. You made a football record. 
Do you remember Ted Hook? 

Mr. ALexanper. I do. 

The CHairmMan. Ted has written a beautiful letter. For the benefit 
of the record, I might say that he operates one of the largest insurance 
agencies in the State. He has written me a very beautiful letter about 
you. 

I think, unless, Mr. Lewis, you have something further, we will 
adjourn this open session. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Can I say just one word, Senator, before we 
adjourn? 

The CHarrkMan. Surely. 

Mr. ALexanpER. Aad I hope the committee is familiar with this. 

1 have been apprised that | am inheriting a deficit; and I want to 
be sure that the committee knows it. I think the budget has been 
cut $245,000. Now, I hiven’t been in far enough to know whether it 
can be done or not. 

The CuarrMan. You are talking to a gentleman there [Senator 
Cordon] who is on the Appropriations Committee. 

Senator Corpon. You are going to have an opportunity to present 
views before the Interior Subcommittee on Appropriations shortly, 
and I suggest that you work overtime in preparation for it. 

Mr. ALExaNnper. I don’t say we can’t do without that money. 1 
am not going to say that. 

Senator Corpon. I understand. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. But I know there is gomg to be an effort on my 
part to try to carry out the administration’s program of economy. 

The Cuarrman. Are you at all familiar with the Virgin Islands 
Corporation down there? 

Mr. ALEXANDER. I know something about it. 1 know by virtue of 
my office, ] have asked Mr. Lewis’s Department to give me the 
charter. JI want to know more about it than I do. And I presume 
that I will find out more about it by sitting on there, by virtue of my 
office as a member of that Board. 1 am not too familiar with it. I 
am familiar with the results of it, Senator, fairly familiar with the 
results. 

The Cuarrman. Governor, the members of the committee and the 
staff will render every assistance possible in helping you to become 
acquainted with the situation. 

And we will do what we can to assist in making our administration 
down there notably successful. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. I appreciate it, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Thank you very much. 
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We had several requests to be heard, and I had the committee 
counsel wire everyone who expressed interest. Apparently, none of 
them were able to get here. 1 will direct that the wires be placed in 
the record. 

(The telegrams referred to are as follows:) 
° Marcu 9, 1954 
Mr. GERALDO GuiRry, 
President, Virgin Islands Public Affairs Council, 
New York, Nek. 

Open public hearing on nomination of Archie Alexander to be Governor of the 
Virgin Islands has been scheduled for Wednesday, March 10, at 10 a. m., in 
Interior Committee, room 224, Senate Office Building. Please advise if you wish 
to be heard or submit statement. 

STEWART FRENCH, 
Committee Counsel. 


Marcu 9, 1954. 
Mr. Asuniey L. Torren, 
President, American Virgin Islands Civic Association, Inc., 
New York, N. Y.: 

Open public hearing on nomination of Archie Alexander 10 be Governor of the 
Virgin Islands has been scheduled for Wednesday, March 10 at 10 a, m., in Interior 
Committee room, 224 Senate Office Building. Please advise if you wish to be 
heard or submit statement. 

Stewart FreNcuH, Committee Counsel. 





Marcu 9, 1954. 
Mr. James A. Bovuau, 
Parkway Village, Jamaica, N. Y. 

Open public hearing on nomination of Archie Alexander to be Governor of the 
Virgin Islands has been scheduled for Wednesday, March 10 at 10 a. m., in In- 
terior Committee room 224, Senate Office Building. Please advise if you wish 
to be heard or submit statement. 

STEWART FRENCH, 
Committee Counsel. 


Marcu 9, 1954. 
Mr. Rautpu PArewonsky, 
1045 East 8th Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.: 

Open public hearing on nomination of Archie Alexander to be Governor of 
the Virgin Islands has been scheduled for Wednesday, March 10 at 10 a. m., 
in Interior Committee room, 224 Senate Office Building. Please advise if you 
wish to be heard or submit statement. 

STEWART FRENCH, Committee Counsel. 


The CHarrMan, Are there any others who wish to be heard? 
If not, the committee will be in recess. 
(Whereupon, at 10:45 a. m., the hearing was recessed.) 


STAFF NOTE.—Subsequently, the Virgin Islands Civic Association 
submitted the following statement: 


AMERICAN VIRGIN ISLANDS Civic AssocraTIon, INC., 
New York 27, N. Y., March 16, 1954 
Hon. Huacu Butter, 
Chairman, Committee on Insular Affairs, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Deak SENATOR Butter: The following is a statement submitted to the Senate 
Committee on Insular Affairs in connection with the recent appointment of the 
Honorable Archibald Alexander for Governor of the Virgin Islands by the govern- 
ing board of the American Virgin Islands Civie Association. The statement is as 
follows 
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It is heartening to know that in the selection of a man to fill the post of Governor 
of the Virgin Islands, care was taken to appoint someone with the necessary cul- 
tural and intellectual background, and an exponent in the field of architecture and 
engineering according to newspaper reports. 

On the other hand, it is disappointing to the natives who reside in the islands 
and on the mainland to find that no effort was made to thoroughly explore the 
field in search of some native, regardless of race, creed, or color, who has some 
knowledge and understanding of the islands and their people, their agricultural 
and other economic needs, which are of far more vital importance than the 
apparent haste to gratify a political debt 

Frequent removal of Governors does not promote the welfare of the islands and 
their people, but to the contrary serves to interrupt progress and keep them 
stagnant. 
> Virgin Islanders can never be convinced that it was necessary to replace Gov- 
ernor DeCastro, whose administrative ability has been highly praised by the 
President and the Interior Department. It proves one thing, conclusively, that 
the Virgin Islands people are the victims of political expediency in that the 
Governor who has been tried and found not wanting (if we are to believe the 
President of the United States and the Interior Department) must make place 
for not only a total stranger to the islands and their people, but one who ap- 
parently has no knowledge of or experience in the science of colonial government. 

The American Virgin Islands Civie Association, nevertheless, remains willing 
to cooperate with the new administration, of which decision we have already 
notified the Governor designated. 

Sincerely, 
THe GovERNiNG BOARD OF THE AMERICAN V1RGIN 
IsLanpbs Civic AssocraTIon, INC., 
Oscar B, Hatt, Secretary-Treasurer. 





